
Croatian American Women’s 

Club is officially one year 

old! 

Our first year has been a 

year of incredible accom-

plishments and it has been a 

pleasure working for you, 

our members.   

To tell you a little about how 

we came to this point, it all 

started in July 2011 with a 

group of us sitting around a 

backyard patio talking about 

our Croatian roots, our de-

sire to preserve our heritage 

and pass it on to our chil-

dren.  We realized that there 

are many different Croatian 

organizations around the LA 

area, but none of them     

focused 

just on 

women, our strengths, our  

commitment to family and 

faith.  It was time to create a 

club that solely concentrated 

on women. 

Writing the by-laws was no 

easy task but writing our 

mission statement came easy 

to us.  Croatian women are 

so giving and charitable and 

always helping those in need 

that we decided this had to 

be part of our core values.  

We love our heritage and we 

love to have fun.  So we 

wrote a mission statement 

that encapsulates who we 

are.  Next came our website 

that gets hits from all over 

the world! 

Once this was accomplished 

we began the arduous task of 

filing for non-profit status 

with the State of California 

and then the even more cum-

bersome process of becoming 

a tax-exempt organization.  

We even got a postal permit 

for non-profit organizations. 

All of this was accomplished 

within our first year! 

We selected three charities 

that we wanted to support, 

St. Anthony’s Croatian 

Church, Good Shepherd Cen-

ter for Homeless Women & 

Children and St. Anne’s so-

cial service agency.  Our goal 

is one fundraiser for each 

organization. 

As we near the end of our 

first year, we have almost 

200 members, including 7 

junior members.  The mem-

bership fees help offset the 

cost of advertising fees, post-

age and printing, not to men-

tion the costs associated with 

state and federal filings and 

annual renewals.  Your 

board, however, works on a 

voluntary basis. 

The first CAWC board 

worked hard to get all this in 

place so that future boards 

and generations will be able 

to plan events with ease.  

Women helping women;  

that’s what we do! 

Croatian American Women’s Club is a cultural, Christian, charitable and social organization. The 

Club is dedicated to fostering and advancing the Croatian ethnic identity, promoting Croatian 

culture and its Christian based values through various social activities, programs and fundrais-

ers, and celebrating a positive fellowship among its members. 

Special points of interest: 

 Fashion Show! 

 Membership Dues are due in 

January 2014  

 We have PayPal! 
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Croatian American Women’s Club 

CAWC is a registered 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  ID# is 46-0545438. 

Women helping 

women;  that’s what 

we do! 

www.CroatianAmericanWomensClub.org 



One of the things that was very im-

portant to the founding members of this 

women’s club was to ensure we includ-

ed our younger women, the teens be-

tween 13 and 17 years old who are not 

quite old enough to be adult members, 

but still have a desire to be a part of a 

Croatian women’s club.  So, we created 

a junior membership; a part of our club 

that solely concentrates on the younger 

girls.  Up to now we have 7 junior mem-

bers, and growing, and in the coming 

months we are planning an event just 

for these young ladies. 

Many of us know each other, not 

through our childhood schools or our 

local neighborhoods, but through our 

Croatian roots, kolo or church, and 

have made lifelong friendships as a 

result.  This is an excellent opportunity 

for your young ladies to get involved in 

the Croatian community and other 

charitable events CAWC sponsors, meet 

other Croatian young ladies, and create 

that basis for friendships that will last 

forever.  Like we did.  Women helping 

women;  that’s what we do! 

We want our young girls to grow with 

the club.  Membership is just $15 per 

year for Juniors.  You can sign up on 

our website and send your check via US 

postal service or pay via PayPal! 
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Our first year has been filled with some 

wonderful events. 

In September 2012, we held our Launch 

Event in Arcadia.  We had such limited 

funding for the event as we had no mem-

bers yet and no moneys in the coffers to 

pay for it!  So, this event was sponsored 

by the board members.  We were that 

determined to make this club a success!  

And a success it was.  We had a large 

number of ladies join on the spot which 

spoke volumes about the want and desire 

for such a women’s club.  Our hard work 

paid off.   

In January 2013, with the help of a gen-

erous benefactor, we held a Social/Mixer 

which was also a fundraiser for one of 

our selected charities, St. Anne’s.  Alt-

hough we were not in a position to do-

nate money, each guest to the hosted 

lunch was asked to bring a brand new 

children’s book for the library St. Anne’s 

was building.  The response from our 

membership was overwhelming!  Even in 

our infancy as a charitable organization, 

our guests from St. Anne’s were in awe 

of our generosity. Women helping wom-

en;  that’s what we do! 

CAWC hosted a Spring Fling in April 

2013 at St. Anthony’s Croatian Church.  

The evening started out with a Mass and 

turned into a grand night with music 

and dancing and fabulous food along 

with Croatian beer and Croatian wines.  

It doesn’t get any better than that. 

A group of CAWC members walked to-

gether at the Revlon Walk for women’s 

cancers in May 2013 and a month later a 

group of us helped the Irvine Food Bank 

with stocking shelves, unpacking boxes 

and preparing food boxes.  Our members 

proudly donned their Croatian shirts for 

these events!  We also hosted a member-

ship table at the San Pedro Independ-

ence Day Street Festival and at St. An-

thony’s Church Picnic where we had a 

number of ladies sign up! 

Croatian people have long enjoyed cul-

tural events and we will have an oppor-

tunity to share in the joys of Gershwin 

music at the Arboretum on Saturday 

evening September 7.  Ticket prices are 

$20 and can be purchased directly on 

our website via PayPal. 

CAWC is excited to host our first fash-

ion show on October 5, 2013!  This 

event will be supporting Good Shep-

herd, a Catholic organization assisting 

homeless women and children.  This 

will certainly be a fun event with a 

lovely lunch, beautiful clothes, vendors 

and door prizes. Please see the article 

on the following page for more infor-

mation.   

December is a busy and exciting month 

for everyone and we will take a poll in 

the very near future to see if there is 

interest in a Christmas Boat Parade in 

Newport Beach. 

Our annual January event is currently 

being planned for January 26, 2014 and 

Casino Night in Fall 2014. More infor-

mation will be coming soon on the website. 

Our Events…...so far 

Irvine Food Bank, June 2013 Revlon Walk, May 2013 Launch Event, Arcadia, September 2012 



So with the holidays around the corner, 

if you shop online, shop through Chari-

ty Blast and they will support us!  It’s 

that easy.  We’ve had our Charity Blast 

site up for a short time and already 

received a check for $20.03 from them!  

Shop ‘til you drop, and let the donations 

flow in to CAWC. 

Buy, Pet Meds, 1-800-Flowers, ebay, 

Barnes and Noble, iTunes, HSN and 

QVC, Dell and HP, Kohls and Macy’s 

and the list goes on and on.  Each one of 

these stores lists a percentage of your 

purchase that THEY will donate to 

CAWC.  For example, every time you 

shop iTunes, they will donate 3% of 

your sales to CAWC.  Kohl’s and Macy’s  

both offer 2% donations, Fossil offers 

5%, while Jet Blue offers $1.50 for eve-

ry purchase.  Each store has their own 

offer and clearly spell out what they 

will donate to CAWC. 

Charity Blast is the perfect way for 

CAWC to earn money while you shop.  

Literally!  As a non-profit organization, 

we have created a “storefront” where 

you can shop online and a percentage of 

every purchase you make is donated to 

CAWC.  There is NO cost to you!  Simp-

ly visit www.charityblast.com, type in 

“Croatian American Women’s Club” and 

then click on our link!  OR click on the 

Charity Blast link directly from our 

website. 

You can shop at all the stores you know 

and love from Amazon, Target, Best 

Page 3 Volume 1, Issue 1 

now accept payments via PayPal for 

your tickets and sponsorship.  However, 

if you choose, you can still pay the old 

fashioned way via snail mail! 

 

The fashion show is a fundraiser sup-

porting Good Shepherd Center for 

Homeless Women & Children, one of 

our selected charities.  You’ll hear more 

about this special organization at the 

event.   

Tickets for the Fashion Show, including 

lunch, will be $60 for adults and $30 for  

juniors (13-17 years of age).  Advance 

ticket sales only;  no tickets at the door.  

Additionally, there will be Sponsorship 

opportunities at Benefactor and Donor 

levels.  Invitations will be forthcoming 

in snail mail and if we missed anyone, 

please direct them to our website!  We 

Our first fashion show will be held on 

Saturday October 5, 2013 at the Dou-

bleTree Hotel in San Pedro.  We are 

very excited about this and can’t wait to 

see you all there! 

Clothing will be provided by a local de-

signer as well as a few other merchants.  

There will also be several local vendors 

selling jewelry, soaps, and various other 

items.  If you have your own business 

selling goods fitting for a fashion show 

and would like to rent a table, please 

contact Marianna Buntich Suzich at 

cawc.events2@gmail.com to find out 

more information.  Space is limited! 

You have two options to pay your dues.  

Either via USPS to: 

Croatian American Women’s Club 

P.O. Box 86892 

Los Angeles, CA 90086-0892 

  OR 

You can pay utilizing PayPal on our 

website: 

www.croatianamericanwomensclub.org 

Annual membership dues are due in 

January 2014.  Dues for adult members 

are $25 and $15 for junior members (13

-17 years of age).   

Membership fees help CAWC pay for 

such expenses as postage, printing, 

website, insurance and our annual 

state and federal fees to maintain our 

501(c)3 status.   

 

Annual Membership Dues 

mailto:cawc.events2@gmail.com


Croatian American Women’s Club 
P.O. Box 86892 
Los Angeles, CA 90086-0892 
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CroatianAmericanWomensClub.org 
E-mail: contact.cawc@gmail.com 

Kudos to our webmaster, Theresa Majich 

Goodell, for doing an amazing job with 

our website!  Theresa works hard to keep 

it fresh and current, so check back often 

to see what’s new.  As soon as we sched-

ule an event, we will post it on the calen-

dar section on the right side of our 

webpage.  

www.CroatianAmericanWomensClub.org 

Our Website 

We’re on the web! 

Croatian American Women’s Club  

Board of Directors 

 

 

 

President  ......................................................... Maryann Zovak-Wieder 

Vice President  .................................................. Helena Herceg Burke 

Secretary  ......................................................... Mary Ann Skoko 

Treasurer  ......................................................... Susan Jordan 

Membership Chair  ........................................... Jadranka “Mimi” Mamić 

Event Coordinator  ............................................ Marianna Buntich Suzich 

Event Coordinator ............................................. Sanja Pušnik Strom 

Historian  .......................................................... Linda Kovač Hurley 

Junior Chair  ..................................................... Joann Zovak Bradvica 

Parliamentarian  ................................................ Stephanie Mundweil  

Public Relations  ............................................... Andrea Papac Joyce 

Senior Advisor  ................................................. Katherine Jordan 

 

 

Webmaster  ...................................................... Theresa Majich Goodell 

Snail Mail Option: 

In Memoriam 

Our condolences to the entire Buntich Family on the passing of our 

member Cheryl Buntich.  Cheryl was wife to Steve “Pepo” Buntich and 

mother to Natalie (a CAWC Junior Member),  Matthew and Jacob.   

The price of  postage is always going up 

and we are trying to do as much as we 

can to save on unnecessary costs.  

Emailing newsletters and other infor-

mation to our members is the fastest, 

easiest, most efficient and cheapest way 

to get the word out to you.  So we en-

courage everyone to give us your email 

address.  We promise, we won’t sell it!   

We do understand that not every-

one has an email address and we 

will do our best to snail mail in-

formation out to you as timely as 

we can.   

A heartfelt thank you to Jeanne Matijasevic 

for serving as a founding member of CAWC 

and serving as our secretary for almost two 

years.  Jeanne was instrumental in helping 

write the by-laws, which took countless  

edits and rewrites;  this was the first step 

in getting our 501(c)3 status approved by 

the State of California.  Thank you, Jeanne, 

for your contribution and support to CAWC! 


